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MONG the problems confronting the Alpine historian dealing 
with early American ascents, none have been more puzzling than 
our lack of information concerning J ames Kidd, credited with 

two ascents of Mont Blanc, and the dates and routes of James Kent 
Stone, all in the period 185s- 6o.1 New material, recently discovered, 
supplies the answers and is presented here. 

Mention has been made elsewhere of the ascent in 1866 by Oliver 
Prince Buel (1838-99),2 of Troy, N.Y., and Dr. Le Roy R. McLean 
(1831-97). Buel graduated from Williams College in 1859 and was a 
lawyer; McLean received his M.D. from Albany Medical College in 
1855. We can now record a hitherto unnoticed, privately printed pam
phlet, republished from the Troy Daily News and Public Spirit and en
titled 'An Account of the Ascent of Mont Blanc October 3rd and 4th, 
1866, by 0. P. Buel '. 

On September 24 the two friends walked over the Tete Noire from 
Martigny to Chamonix, arriving in storm which continued and made an 
ascent impossible. Later in the month, when weather improved, they 
returned from Lucerne, regaining Chamonix on October 2. Their 
guides were Ambrose and Edward Simond, with Isaac Larraz [sic] as 
porter. Leaving the village on October 3 at 9· 30 a.m. they reached the 
Grands Mulets at 3. so p.m.; departed at 2.20 next morning and were 
onJhesummitat8.55· They remained for ten minutes, were back at the 
Gran"'is Mulets at noon, and, amid cannon firing, in their hotel at 4· I 5· 
It was a successful, routine ascent, which Buel calls the 369th of the 
mountain. He appends a list of thirty-three. Americans, including his 
own party, \\-·ho reached the top. This, incomplete and with the usual 
mutilated spelling, was copied from the 'Book of Ascensions' at 
Chamonix. 

What is new and interesting is that he states that James Kidd, listed 
under September 23'- 24, x855, came from Albany, N.Y. From the 
Chamonix records he includes, without comment or place of origin, the 
same name under July 19- 20, 1857. As we shall show, this is an erroneous 
duplication. Buel, by natning the climber's home city, implies that he 
knew the man. Prominent people on the Hudson river at that time 
were well acquainted with on·e another, and this clue led to the discovery 
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James Kidd was born in Ballston Spa, N.Y., on September 19, I8o8, 
and became a prominent citizen of Albany. Mter a mercantile beginning 
he was made paymaster general of the State, with the rank of colonel, 
January I, 1847, and Albany county treasurer for the three years com
mencing in 1848. There follows a period, part of which he spent in 
Europe; we do not know for what purpose or for how long, except that in 
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1855, probably on sudden impulse, he ascended l\font Blanc. He was 
appointed postmaster of Albany and held office 1858-6I. He married 
(I) J ane M aria Shepard, by whom he had four sons; ( 2) Adeline J erusha 
Pumpelly, at Albany, M~y 13, 1874. 

The second Mrs. Kidd was the daughter of Harmon Pumpelly, born 
at Salisbury, Conn., in I795, but living in Albany most of his life. When 
he died there in I883, he was one of the oldest men in the city. After 
the death of his first \vife ( 1830 ), having no business save the care of his 
property, he placed his two children in school and went to Europe, 
'travelling in splendid style in a beautiful carriage with four horses and 
postillions in blue livery and an outrider also in blue'. In this manner 
he visited Italy, Switzerland, England and Germany. His eldest daugh
ter Adeline Jerusha, who married James Kidd, was born in Owega, N.Y., 
in I832, and was still alive in 1911.4 'She has been in Europe many times 
and has been entertained by many of the most eminent of the nobility 
and great statesmen.' Her husband, J ames Kidd of Mont Blanc, died in 
Albany on lVIay 20, I 879, this marriage being without issue. 

The first American for whom we have documentary proof of two 
ascents of Mont Blanc is George Heard ( I837-75), the dates being July 
17, I855, and September 4-5, 1857.5 At the time of his second ascent 
printed certificates were just being issued at Chamonix; previously 
they had been hand-written. Heard wrote on the back of his that the 
'J ames Kidd' of I 8 57 was actually J ames Kent Stone, of Brookline, Mass. 
This is the man \vho became (I 86o) the first American member of_ t 11.1e 
Alpine Club. 

In 1855 Kidd was the father of young children and had other respon
sibilities. Having made one ascent of lVIont Blanc, there was no reason 
for him to return from America two years later to repeat th_~ adventure. 
we have no evidence that he did so, or narratives that would settle the 
question. It was a different matter for George Heard, a young experi
enced climber living in Europe, \Vho went back to Chamonix in 1857 
to take his brother up the mountain. He was a reliable observer and 
\vould certainly have known the identity of the American \vho ascended 
in July, only seven weeks earlier. 

Stone ancestry in Hereford, England, can. be traced back to I 550, 
reaching Massachusetts in I 639· The Rev. John Seely Stone (I 79 s
I 882) 6, Protestant Episcopal clergyman, married Sophia 1V1orrison Adams 
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(1802-38) in 1826, and by her had five children of whom only two, 
Archibald Morrison7 and Mary, were living at the time of her death. 
In 1839 he married his first wife's cousin, Mary Kent (I8o7-1901; 
daughter of Chancellor James Kent of New York), by whom he had six 
children, the second being J ames Kent Stone. 

Kent, as the latter was known, was born in Boston, Mass., on November 
IO, 1840. He spent the summer of 1856 with some of his family at 
Franconia Notch, N.H., and there developed a passion for mountains, 
climbing Mt. Pemigewasset and Mt. Lafayette alone. In .the autumn 
of this year, before he was sixteen, he entered Harvard with the class of 
186o, but just at this time was invited by his half-brother, Archibald 
Morrison, now married, to join in a trip to Europe. Kent's eyes had been 
troubling him and, as he was so young, his family thought it best for him 
to withdraw from college for a year. He and his half-sister, Mary, with 
Archibald and the latter's wife, sailed for England, their journey 
following the conventional Grand Tour: London, Paris, Lyons, whence 
they rode down the Rhone to Avignon. 'As the nearer hills opened we 
saw plainly in the distance the snow peaks of the Alps I As we crossed the 
valley of the Isere, we had a particularly fine view of these hoary giants. 
On a clear day, Mt. Blanc is plainly discernible, but unfortunately to-day 
is quite cloudy.' From the tower of the Papal Palace' Mt. Ventoux, the 
last of the Alps, is plainly visible.' Then on to Nice, where a villa was 
engaged and a tutor came three times a week to give them lessons in 
French and Italian. From nearby heights Archie and Kent had thrilling 
views, extending from Corsica to the Col di Tenda and the dazzling snows 
of the Maritime Alps. 

In the following June (1857) they went north from Rome, by way of 
Florence, to the Italian Lakes and Switzerland. They climbed Mte. 
San Salvatore from Lugano: 'Above & below us on every hand were those 
softly green mountains of Italy, & its incomparable valleys, brightened 
by patches of no less than six crystal lakes . . . to the North, towering 
above all else, was the whole of the main chain of the Eastern Alps with 
Monte Rosa at their head!' On June I I he wrote to his father from 
Cadenabbia : ' Oh Switzerland! Switzerland ! How I long to be there! 
My very dreams are of glaciers & everlasting snows, fathomless gorges, & 
tameless torrents.' 

On June 22: 'We have crossed the Alps by the glorious Pass of the 
Simplon, & had our first taste of Switzerland. I've seen my first glacier 
& made my first Alpine snowball ... I almost went crazy there. Whew! 
no wonder! Bristling glaciers & cloud-wrapt snow peaks guarded us on 
every side, & before us was our first view into Switzerland. Six thousand 
feet below us in an almost perpendicular line lay the valley of the Rhone; 
& opposite us, rising like a giant wall on the other side of the valley lay 
the whole chain of the Bernese Alps.' 

19 
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They spent three \veeks at Geneva and two more at Chamonix. What 
Kent wanted to do most of all was to climb high mountains, but Archie 
would let him go only at such times as he could accompany him. Then 
came sudden inspiration, for Mont Blanc was ascended on July 19-20, 

1857, by James Kent Stone (as George Heard states, and not by James 
Kidd), and the Rev. Archibald Morrison (Chamonix records). They were 
possibly the two Americans guided to the J ardin on July 28 by the British 
climbers, VvT alters and Hinchliff. 8 Kent was not yet seventeen, more 
than a year younger than Heard had been at the time of his I 8 55 ascent. 
Few had been up Mont Blanc at such an early age. 9 

At Zermatt the Livre des Visiteurs, Riffelberg, under August 18, 1857, 
contains the entry of' Rev. Dr. Stone & Lady, Miss Stone'. These were 
Kent's parents and his sister, Elizabeth, who came to Europe early in the 
month to meet the other children. Reunited at Bern, where Kent related 
his success on Mont Blanc, their journey continued to Zermatt. He, 
and perhaps Archie, may have climbed the Klein Matterhorn and 
Breithorn. Nothing more is known about this summer except that 
Kent returned with them to America. 

In 1 86o Kent went to Europe alone (no Archie to check his ambition), 
reading the new books, Tyndall's Glaciers of the Alps and Peaks, Passes, 
and Glaciers, during his voyage to England. 'If you had walked by chance 
into the Saloon, probably you would have seen a "fellow", completely 
surrounded by papers & pencils, maps, guidebooks & travels. I was 
engaged in tracing out that course which would enable me to see & enj9y 
most with just so much money ... Suffice it to say that my first object 
is to get as soon as possible to Chamouni. Then away! as a plan mine 
is a grand one. Probably I shall be most of the time alone with my 
Chamouni guide; but I shall be very cautious and take care of myself.' 

On June 12 Kent left l.~ondon for Paris and Chamonix, burdened with 
equipment for which he expended £14: 'Swiss felt-hat, light sack
coat for the mountains, Snow leggins, Knapsack, pocket thennometer 
& compass flask, handbook, Keller's & Studer's map, 36 feet of rope 
(! ), wool en socks, flannel shirts. I · have ordered a grand pair of English 
half-boots, with hob nails.' His campaign followed, sweeping along the 
main chain to Zermatt and the Oberland. The Alpine Club had been 
formed only three years earlier, and mountaineering as a sport was still 
in its infancy. It was remarkable and without precedent for an American 
not yet twenty and with limited experience, to conceive and carry out 
such a venture. Leslie Step hen speaks of him as 'one of the best \Valkers 
it has ever been my good fortune to meet'. 

To his father. Gottingen, ()et. I2, I86o. 'I hardly know how to speak of 
my climbing in the Alps. I have passed a strange, wild summer. I wonder 
as I look back I wondered at the time how I could pass through so 
much without ftjnching. For I have not merely accomplished that which has 
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been done by many an adventurer; I have done what (so far as I could learn) 
has never been done by Alpine travellers before. 

'I believe I "used up" one of the stoutest guides in Switzerland. To
wards the end I had to lead the way myself on the slopes of ice & snow. 
Why I went to work so wildly I cannot well tell you. I heard something 
constantly whispering within me, "The Mountains, Kent, the moun
tains," and I followed the voice eagerly. From Mont Blanc to Monte Rosa 
& over to the heart of the great Oberland. I know every wrinkled glacier 
and every proud summit. I made the Alps my friends, and when I came 
out from them, & from the parapets of Berne ·watched the distant sunset 
on their long white line, I felt sorrowful as though parting from those 
whose faces I should see no more. If any of you ever come to Switzerland, 
look more kindly at the snow mountains for my sake. I am sure they knew 
me and were glad to have me among them. I chose my summits well; 
I thought that if any of my friends ever visited the Alps, I sh' d like them to 
be reminded of me, so while I took the unexplored regions for myself
! climbed also those peaks which are best seen from the commonly visited 
valleys & passes. The Mont Blanc I had already secured [The reader 
should note this, for it evidently refers to I 8 57] ; but now I have very much 
more. The battlements of the Col du Geant that overhang Courmayeur,
the dome of the Velan, which crowns the Grd. St. Bernard, the 'vhite 
cones of the Altels on the Gemmi Jungfrau, the glory of all the Ober
land the Blumlis-Alp, the grandest mountain in the view from Berne 
Thun and the valley of the Kander the two great ice fields seen from the 
Eggishom, with the summits from which they come, are all my own, and 
every traveller in Switzerland must see them. 

'As for the great Panorama from the Gorner-Grat, look from West to 
East & see where I have been. Benveen the Dent Blanche & the Matter
horn lies the wild pass to Evolena, then comes the tooth of the Petit Cervin 
& the crest of the Brei thorn, then the great Col leading down to Italy 
between the Lyskamm & Monte Rosa 1500 feet, (at least), higher than any 
other pass in Europe; next the Hochste Spitze of Monte Rosa itself, next 
the wavy line of the Old Weissthor, then the Strahlhorn & last the ice 
wall of the Adler Pass. 

'I need not say that I have enjoyed myself in the mountains. I think 
that as much pure happiness can be secured among them as from any
thing else on earth. Of course I do not mean that the Alps can them
selves give peace .... What enabled me to enjoy my tramps to their full 
extent was that I never for a moment felt any fear. Many & many a 
time I have broken through the snow-covering of a crevasse, &, \vhile 
hanging by the rope, have stopped a moment before scrambling 
up to wonder at the "Sunless pillars" of ice sunk so mysteriously deep 
below me. No doubt in many a moment of danger, my fearlessness saved my 
life; but it is no virtue of my own, for it seemed I was kept from being afraid. 

'I suppose you know I have gained'' renown'' this summer. I regard it 
as a good joke, the better because unexpected. When I came down to tlie 
plains, I heard my name mentioned in hotels & in a railway car, and I was 
told that some exploits were noticed in the Swiss & Italian papers and the 
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London Times. The English climbers have made me a member of their 
Alpine Club. I am the youngest member, & the only foreigner in it. Cer
tainly in my one season, I have done as much or more than the best of them 
in their 10 or 20 summers. Stephen or Hinchliff, Hudson or Kennedy, 
Wills or Tyndall cannot sho\v a better list of names than my own* .... 
I made friends of a great many Alpine Club men this summer. They were 
without exception very fine men, fellows of Colleges, members of the 
Royal Society, etc. You cannot imagine how cordial & kind they all were 
to me. If I return to England I shall be at a loss where to turn, so many 
invitations have I in my pocket-book .... All is dark now. I feel that I am 
far away from the Alps, & far away from my nearest friends. I have been 
looking over what I wrote. Verily, I have sounded a trumpet before me. 

'The storms have been a perfect curse to the countries here. Many of 
the valleys in the Alps have been flooded, roads & bridges swept away. 
Travellers grew disgusted and went home; not a climber was left after the 
last day of August. Foolish enthusiast that I am, I stayed & went climbing 
on all the month of Septem her, '' alone but with unabated zeal''.' 

To his mother. Gottingen, Oct. 22, 186o. 'You 'could tell I had come from 
the mountains. Over my bookcase (where I can see it most often) is the rope, 
in the very coil in which Simond twisted it after we had come down the 
ice-wall of the Adler Pass; the veil, leather gloves & compass hang with it, 
& below are my spectacles, glacier-drinking cups & match-box. My 
brandy flask hangs by the door, and Keller's map with my track on it 
hangs there too. My larger & finer maps I did not dare to expose/ 

To his brother William. Oct. 30, I86o. 'The loftiest mountains in Swit
zerland are the Pennine Alps; they are the boundary line between Northern 
& Southern Europe. The great snow mountains break suddenly off there, 
so that from the soft plains & beautiful valleys of Italy the Pennine Alps 
look like a giant wall built up to keep out the rough winds & stortns of the 
North. Mt. Blanc stands at one end of this wall & Monte Rosa at the other. 
Mont Blanc is the highest single peak, but the mountains around it are not 
nearly so lofty and magnificent as the group that clusters about its rival. 
Monte Rosa has nine summits running in a line nearly N. and S. From the 
middle summit, the (( Parrot-Spitze '', a long sharp mountain runs to the 
W.; this is called the Lyskamm, & is itself higher than several of the peaks 
of Monte Rosa. It is 14,900 ft. high. The Col, or depression, between the 
Parrot-Spitze & the Lyskamm is by far the highest pass in Europe, being 
nearly 3000 ft. higher than the Col du Geant, the great pass of the Mont 
Blanc range.1.It is about 14,ooo ft. above the sea. The pass has been made 
but once before, by Mr. l\-1athews of the Alpine Club in '59· I \vas for
tunate to be the second fellow over it; I made it on the 13th of Aug., 
passing in one day fron1 the Inn on the Riffieberg [sic] to the village of 
Gressoney in the Val de Lys. I shall never forget the view from the summit 
of the pass, nor hovv wonderful the Lys valley seemed to me with its wild, 

• There is a little enthusiastic exaggeration here. Stone had done remarkably 
well, but few A. C. men had' 10 or 20 summers' of climbing in 186o, and both 
Hinchliff and Stephen had longer lists than Stone, though not, of course, 
amassed in a single season (T.S.B.) . 
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lavish beauty. The contrast between the sternness and bleakness of the 
North & the luxuriance of the South into which I had come so suddenly 
was more strange than anything I have seen in the tales of Fairyland .... 
The summer was a most unusual one. I mean unusual as regards weather, 
the state of the glaciers, etc. There was more snow on the mountains than 
has been known in this generation. The snow helped a fellow somewhat, 
by filling up & bridging over the crevasses in the neve, on the upper parts of 
the mountains. But, as you can readily see, also made climbing dangerous. 
All the many accidents in the Alps this year happened from this cause. 
They all occurred on quite ordinary passes.'' 

To his brother Henry. Nov. I7, I86o. 'On the 18th of July, I set out 
on my travels, Mont Blanc was clear all the way to Chamonix, & I was 
carried back to the old times when Archie & I went along the same road 
& wondered whether it would be possible for us to ascend the monarch 
of mountains. That night I found Pierre [ -Marie] Simond & engaged him 
as guide or rather as companion, for he had never been away from Mt. 
Blanc. I was glad of this, for I wanted to exercise my instinct & be as much 
as possible, my own guide. To begin with we made a three days' journey 
around Mt. Blanc to Courmayeur. [The reader should note that there is no 
mention of an ascent of Mont Blanc, Stone having accomplished this in 
1857·] On the 23rdof}uly, I went up the Col du Geant& higher to a plateau 
which I saw between two of the great Aiguilles. I remember dislodging 
a large stone & watching its dizzy leaps as it flew down a snow slope below 
us. Little did I dream of what would so soon follow that stone in its terrible 
descent! The next day I went down to Aosta & up to St-Rhemy on the 
Grd. St. Bemard. Next day we went over the G.S.B. ilt a terrible snow
storm, stopping for night at a hut at the foot of Mont V elan. 

'Next day up the V elan; I ought not to have started after the storm of 
the day before; the mountain was all ice, & before we were half up I froze 
two of my fingers & grew so faint that I had to lie for an hour on a shelf 
scarcely big enough for a cricket bat. However, as I lay there & saw the 
frowning summit above me, thinks I, ''Old Gentleman, do you expect me 
to cave in this way? Nous verrons !" And when I stuck my baton into the 
crest on top, we did see, & a great ways, too. We descended the Eastern 
side of the V elan, to a very savage gorge between it & the Combin, called 
the Val Sore [Valsorey]. We found a cow-hut there in which we put up 
for the night. Then came the most perilous & startling of all my passes; 
from Val Sore to Val des Bagnes, over the summits of the Maison Blanche 
& Combin de Corbassiere. No one had ever been here before, not even the 
famous chamois hunter, Louis Dorsaz, whom we took with us. Mr. 
Mathews of the Alpine Club, indeed ascended the Combin de Corbassiere 
in '57, but he went (I think) up the Gl. de Corbassiere, a route very differ
ent from both our ascent & descent. You cannot trace this pass on any of 
the maps; even Studer is entirely wrong. We had many narrow escapes 
here, indeed the chasseurs of Bagnes would not believe us when we pointed 
out our track to them. There is no finer scenery in the Alps than the Val 
de Bagnes, but it will be a long time before it is accessible to ordinary trav
ellers. I found that Mr. Mathews is the only adventurer kno\vn in the valley. 
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'In this valley I took Bernard Trolliet7 thechasseur mentionedinPeaks, 
Passes & Gl., & went over the Col de Mont Pleureur, a pass (so far as I can 
ascertain) known hitherto only to chamois-hunters. Here we were caught 
in a snow-stonn & had to spend the night in a hut, which, by some good 
chance, had been built on the side of Mt. Pleureur close to its glaciers. 
This Col took us down into the Val D'Heremence, a valley without the 
slightest sign of habitation, running up among the wild glaciers of the Pigne 
D'Arolla & Mont-Blanc de Cherbon [Seilon]. How we were to get out 
of this valley, I did not know; however, Trolliet took us up the Gl. ·de 
Durand & showed us a notch in the chain of the Arolla, which he called 
"Pas de Chevre" (see Studer's Map). Here we left Trolliet; he may be a 
very good chasseur, but he is certainly a slow guide. The "Pas de Chevre " 
& Gl. D'Otemma took us down to Hauderes in the Val D'Erin [d'Herens]. 
From here went over to Zermatt by the Col D'Erin, between the Matter
horn· & Dent Blanche. This was a magnificent pass. We were favoured 
with another snow-storn1 & were sometimes above, sometimes below the 
c!ouds. Here for the last time I took a local guide. Poor fellow! Simond & 
I left him far behind, & he came into Zern1att alone & utterly crestfallen. 
He was the "Fullonier" mentioned in Mathew's account (Peaks, Passes 
& Gl.). Zermatt! Riffieberg! The Riffel is my Alpine Home; here I 
first met English Travellers, & here I first made most of my Alpine Club 
friends. Of course, the first thing I did was go up "Monte Rosa". It 
is a grand mountain, far more dangerous & exciting than Mont Blanc & 
commanding a finer view than any other peak in Switzerland, excepting 
perhaps the Jungfrau. But, I went up Monte Rosa on a lame knee & so 
laid myself up for a week. This week I occupied in more modest excursions 
with Hinchliff, Step hen & the rest of them, to the Weissthor, Hochthaligrat, 
etc; I showed ladies up the Gorner Grat, watched sunsets, & all that sort 
of thing. Hei ! but it was luxurious. But I was soon game for first-class 
work again, and went out in gallant style, over the great Col du Lyskamm, 
to Gressoney., 

To his mother. Dec. IS, I86o. 'The other day I had a letterfromArchie, 
a very kind one. He wants me to write about Switzerland for the Sun. 
I should like to oblige him or help him; but about my Alps I cannot write 
for anyone. By-the-by, you don't know the History of my Alpenstock, 
do you? Father knows from Peaks, etc., the name of Mr. Mathews, Jr.; 
he is the" active member" of the A. C. In his account of the Graffeneire, 
I think he mentions the name of Jean Baptiste Croz. At any rate, Croz 
has been with Mathews on all his late expeditions, & is now the swell 
guide of Chamonix. Croz had this baton made for himself at Zermatt, 
& lent it to Mathews in all his climbs.10 Simond is Croz's brother-in-law, 
& got the stick from him; & so it came to me .... I saw Hyperion11 in a 
student's room the other day & opening it to the Alps, found at once two 
mistakes, for which I take Mr. H.W.L. to task. He speaks of seeing from 
Interlaken the Monch & Jungfrau "standing like St. Francis & his Bride 
of Snow". Sorry to spoil the figure; Monch can't be seen. Again, from one 
of the peaks of the Furca (I'll lay a groschen Flemming didn't go ten steps 
off the mule-path) the hero indulges in sentiment over the distant 
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Jungfrau. It wouldn't sound so pretty to say Finsteraarhorn, would it ? 
From the whole of the Grimsel and Furca region, the Virgin is hidden 
by her rival, & Flemming must have gone spooney over the grim old 
codger himself.'' 

A. L. Mumm12 thought, although incorrectly, that all of Stone's 
ascents were made in a single season ( I866), and that the American 
'Stanley Smith H.' of the Chamonix ·records (July IS, 186o; the only 
ascent of Mont Blanc in that year· of bad weather) was a disguise for 
Stone. One wonders why a pseudonym should have been necessary. 
This mysterious, unidentified climber was undoubtedly a real person, 
but he was not James Kent Stone. The answer may yet be found in the 
Fuhrerhiicher of Chamonix and elsewhere. 

Stone must have departed from the Alps feeling that a great dream 
had come true, leaving memories for a lifetime that would never again 
be free from care. He spent the winter of I86o-6I studying at the Uni
versity of Gottingen, writing, as we have seen, the vivid letters about his 
climbing adventures. In May he returned to Harvard and, in spite- of 
the European intervals, graduated with the class of I 86 I, 13 writing the 
class poem. He was not yet twenty-one. When the Civil War broke out 
he served in the Second Massachusetts Volunteers, being promoted to 
lieutenant and seeing action at Antietam, but was retired in January, 
1863, shortly before his elder brother, Henry Van Dyke (Hal), was 
killed at Gettysburg. He then became assistant-professor of Latin at 
Kenyan College, Gambier, 0., where his half-brother, Archibald, was 
also living. Stone married Cornelia Fay in this year, studied theology, 
took orders in the Protestant Episcopal Church and, in I 867, after 
holding chairs in Latin and mathematics, became president of the 
college. In the following year he was called to the presidency of Hobart 
College, Geneva, N.Y., but resigned late in 1869 (his wife had died 
in February) to enter the Roman Catholic Church, and in 1878 found 
anonymity with the Passionists as Father Fidelis of the Cross. After 
many years as a missionary in South America, he died at San Mateo, 
Cat., on October 14, 192I. Theodore Roosevelt, 14 impressed by the 
refined austerity and bearing of Father Fidelis, whom he met in Buenos 
Aires, said at his entrance 'you heard the clink of the sa her'. 

Notes: 
1 In 1943 the American Alpine Club published the writer's Early American 

Ascents in the Alps, which included many ascents of Mont Blanc in the 19th 
century, this being supplemented by additional notes and papers, the last of which 
covered 'American Entries in the Travellers' Book of the Grands Mulets, 1861-
75' (A.A.J. viii. 290). 

2 He was a brother of the Rev. Clarence N. Buel (I8Jo-I9IO), of Troy, N.Y., 
who ascended Mont Blanc September 13-14, 1872 (A.A.J. viii. 295, 303). 

3 Thanks are due to the Albany Public Library for biographical data, derived 
chiefly from Hudson-Mohawk Family Memoirs, edited by Cuyler Reynolds 
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(3 vols., 191 1), pp. 452-5, including adventures and French marriages of the 
Pumpelly family. Albany newspapers covering the periods August 23 to Decem
ber 1, J855, and July 19 to November 1, 1857, were searched, but contain no 
mention of Mont Blanc. No portrait of James Kidd could be found. 

4 She was a first cousin of Raphael Pumpelly (t8J7-X92J), geologist and 
mining engineer, who was on the Northern Transcontinental Survey, I881-84, 
which traversed country afterwards included in Glacier National Park, Pumpelly 
Canyon, Glacier and Pillar being named for him. He was accompanied by his 
nephew, Thomas Roby Hill (I 864-1 923), later an original member of the American 
Alpine Club (A.A.J. v. 75). Pumpelly appears to have been the first American to 
climb in Corsica: Monte Cinto, Monte d'Oro, Paglia Orba, Monte Rotondo in 
1856. See his Reminiscences (2 vols., 1918). 

6 His narratives were first published in A.A.J. iii. 172, 316. Heard was eighteen 
years old in 1855· His certificate is in the American Alpine Museum. He had 
been at Harvard for a short time, withdrawing because of illness and continuing 
his studies at Geneva. It is probable that he and Stone had met. 

6 The Dictionary of American Biography contains accounts of the Stones, 
father and son. For J.K.S. see also W. G. and H. G. Smith, Fide/is of the Cross, 
James Kent Stone (G. P. Putnam's Sons, ·New York, 1926) which contains the 
Alpine letters, quoted by permission of the publishers. 

7 The Rev. Archibald M. Morrison, half-brother of James Kent Stone, was 
born at Litchfield, Conn., on May 29, 1827. He was christened Archibald 
Morrison Stone, but, on inheriting a small fortune from his great-uncle, Archibald 
Morrison, in England, under British law was required to drop the patronymic, 
Stone. In t851, while a student at Virginia Theological Seminary, he established 
the Griswold Professorship of Pastoral Divinity and Sacred Rhetoric at Kenyon 
College, Gambier, Ohio. He held a charge in Worcester, Mass., from which he 
withdrew while abroad in 1857. In 1863 he became owner and editor of the 
Western Episcopalian, and was living in Gambier, where he was on the examining 
board of the seminary. He baptised Cornelia Stone, daughter of J.K.S., on 
November 6, 1864; the latter reciprocated on April9, t86s, by baptising Henry 
Kent Morrison, son of the Rev. Archibald. Their father, John Seely Stone, was 
professor of theology in the Philadelphia Divinity School, 1862-67, and, in the 
latter year, Morrison came to that city as instructor in the Mission School. 
He resigned in 1871 but lived there for another ten years. He died at his home in 
South Orange, N.J., on May 6, 1888. 

The family tradition of mountaineering continued. Morrison's fourth son, 
Caldwell, born at Gambier on August 9, I 866, graduated from Columbia in I 886, 
and spent that summer in Switzerland with his older brother, Henry Kent 
Morrison (then twenty-two), making preparatory climbs which culminated in 
crossing the Col du Geant, and an ascent of Mont Blanc on August 30. 

8 A.C. Register i. 363. 
9 V enance Payot, the Chamonix naturalist, was also sixteen when he accom

panied Mr. Nicholson and the Abbe Caux on their ascent of 1843· See his 
Oscillations des Quatre Grands Glaciers de la Vallee de Chamonix (1879 edit., 
p. 83), which contains the author's list of Mont Blanc ascents. The American 
Alpine Club has George Heard's copy. Horace de Saussure was fourteen when 
he went up with his father on July 18, 1873 (A.A.J. v. 532. For other refs. to 
youth on Mont Blanc, see A.J. 54· 79 and 58. 535). 

10 This relic cannot be traced, as Stone sold all his possessions at auction in 
1869 when he entered the Roman Catholic Church. 

11 Longfellow's Hyperion (1839) is the first American novel in Alpine setting. 
12 A.C. Register i. 314. The climbing record of J.K.S. is called' by far the best 

up to that date'. See also A.J. 32. 226; 33. 453 ; 34· 334· Stone's course roughly 
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parallels the High Level Route, Chamonix-Zermatt, and, with its extension 
through the Oberland to the Oberaarjoch, was the longest cross·country expedi
tion through the Alps up to that time, the airline distances exceeding I so miles. 

Stone's climbing, not allowing for unspecified rest days, may be reconstructed, 
as follows: 
1857· July 19-20. Mont Blanc. 

Aug. 20. Kl. Matterhorn, Breithorn (these, possibly, in r86o). 
186o. July 18. Geneva-Chamonix. (This is the clear day on which • Stanley 

Smith H.' ascended Mont Blanc.) 
19, 20, 21. Tour of Mont Blanc. 
23. Col du Geant. 
24. Col du Geant-Aosta-St. Rhemy. 
25. St. Bemard Pass to hut at foot of V elan. 
26. V elan, descending to Valsorey. 
27. Crossing of Combin de Corbassiere to Val de Bagnes. 
28. 'Col de Mont Pleureur' (Col du Cret of Mumm's list) to Val 

d'Heremence. 
29. Pas de Chevres to Les Hauderes (Val d'Herens). 
30. Col d'Herens to Riffelberg. 

Aug.6( ?). Monte Rosa (first climb from Riffelberg; with J. E. Millard, 
A. C., A.J. 3I. 323; P.P.G. 11. 379). 

One week laid up because of lame knee,in which he did W eissthor, 
Strahlhorn, Hohthaligrat, Gomergrat and minor walks. 
'(Kl. Matterhorn and Breithorn may belong in this period, 
although it seems unlikely.) 

13. Lysjoch to Gressoney (2nd passage with E. B. Prest and J. L. 
Propert, both A.C., going part way with L. Stephen and R. 
Liveing; P.P.G. 11. 379-So). 

14. Unknown route to Oberland, possibly via Simplon and Gemmi 
Passes. 

20. Jungfrau (from the Faulberg with Pierre-Marie Simond. 'We 
had neither of us seen the mountain before we set out, yet 
I believe our ascent was the shortest by some hours that has 
yet been made.' [Faulberg 2.20 a.m. ; summit 8 a.m.] Step hen 
had been up the mountain the day before. A.J. 32. 225); 
LOtschenliicke. 

27. Bliimlisalphorn (first ascent; with Step hen and Liveing. 
A.J. I. 359). The earliest 'first ascent' by an American. 

JO. Altels (with Stephen; 'Alpina'. 1915, p. 114). 
Sept. 15. Grimsel Pass, Oberaarjoch, Oberaarhorn (with Jeremiah 

Whipple, of Providence; A.J. 32. 240; P.P.G. I I. ii. 449). 
16. Strahlegg Pass-Grindelwald ( ?). 

There are no letters extant relating to the Oberland climbs, but his guide, 
Simond, accompanied Stone throughout. The latter was over six feet tall, as 
was also Stephen. Stone retained his A. C. membership to the end of his life. 

13 Stone's Harvard classmate, Oliver Wendell Holmes (184I-I935), met 
Leslie Stephen in the United States in 1863, and climbed with him in the Ober
land in I 866. He became a member of the Alpine Club in that year and an 
Honorary Member in I 932. In I 902, at Washington, Holmes and Stone re
newed old friendship and enjoyed good talk of peaks and glaciers, of Stephen 
and guides, Holmes recalling that Stephen spoke of J.K.S. as 'a daring moun-

. ' ta1neer . 
14 Theodore Roosevelt was elected to Honorary Membership of the A.C. 

in 1887, when he was twenty-nine. 
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